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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST, 


FTtOB TH E FIELD. 

■ We«t Independence, Ohio. 

Notwithstanding the fact that 
we have been ailent tor some 
time, we still live, end though we 
may not hive made ma oh prog- 
real, I im happy to report that 
we have not lost much religious- 
ly. It it true th*t death baa 
visited our neighborhood, anal 
even onr little church v haa not 
escaped irom the grim monster, 
for our beloved sister Lo ina 
Ruch has passed irom time to 
eternity. She suffered much for 
some days betore her death, but 
was fully resigned to the wilt of 
her Father. When told that she 
could not reoover, she seemed 
•omewhat surprised, bat when 
she thought of meeting her fath- 
er, Bro. Jacob Leedy, who died 
some years ago, she smiled at the 
prospect. She requested that 
Bro, Isaac Kjlhefner preach ber 
funeral, which he did, to a very 
large concourse of sympathizing 
friends. She leaves a husband, 
who was very devoted to her, 
and two children, the youngest 
of whom was but about ten days 
old. Sorely death is not a re 
specter of persons, or she would 
have been spared to her family 
and friends, 

Bro. and sister Moses Crawford 
have also been called upon to 
give up an only son. Bro. 
George was a bright and very 
promising young man, having at 
the age of 20, made considerable 
of progress in the srt of photo- 
graphy, but though on earth he 
may have been bright, iu heaven 
he shall be brighter. No matter 
how good we may be, our char- 
acters are but the ueucleus 
•round which we shall eternally 
"develop. Re haa beeu and in- 
valid for more than a year, and 
during that time buffered much, 
but his pains are over, and he 
waits for the resurrection of the 
just to be reunited to those he 
loved on earth. 

. We had suffered from a severe 
drought for some time, which 
with cool nights and hot days, 
caused much sickness. 

Sisters Kiabill and Shelters 

were on the sick list, but are now 

convalescent. The drought has 

Lended, and we hope for healthier 

weather. 

Our communion is among the 
things of the past, and though 
the attendance was not as good 
as might have been desired, the 
feast was yet an enjoyable one. 
There is probably no lovelier 
sight to a Christian, than to see 
the young people seated around 
the Lord's table, partaking of the 
emblems of hie blood and broken 
body. Such a sight revives the 
I old "soldier of the cross," for be 
sees bis successors already in the 
fold of Christ. Onr esteemed 
Bro, Isaac Kilheiner was with us 
dunng the feast, and conducted 
the same, and ae he was at one 
time pastor of this congregation, 
yon may be sure he was a wel- 
come messenger ot truth. Those 
who are acquainted with Bro. 
Isaac will know that we had a 
I good time, end enjoyable one, 
[for it is a pleasure to be with 
I him, aod to hear him declare the 
[words of eternal life. 

\ We are still striving to break 
■the bread of life to the people at 
(this place, but God alone, knows 
Ihow well we succeed. Though 
I we may plant, and water too, the 
icrease must come from him 
rho kuoweth, and doeth all 
ings well. With him we leave 
>ur work, humbly asking bis 
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blessing upon the same, and ex- 
pecting as a reward, a crown of 
Ufa. . , 

Tours for the advancement of 
the cause of Christ. 

Mabtih Shivilt. 


Miami Valley Iteny. 

We are free from diphtheria 
now at onr house. Onr little 
Mamie fills the home with her 
merry laugh and busy prattle as 
of old, and we thank God and 
take courage. 

Last Sunday on account of the 
diphtheria, I did not dare go to 
Pleasant UUI, so I wended my 
way over to Bear Creek to hear 
Bro. Brown. 

It does me so much good to 
hear somebody else preach, es- 
pecially oue from whom we ex- 
pect to learn something. 

I had an apportnnity of study- 
ing Bro. Brown as I never had 
betore. My own experience as 
a preacher enables me the better 
to enter into the feelings and 
circumstances of others. Then I 
like to compare the one to whom 
I am listening, to myself, if I 
stood in his place. Whether this 
is natural with all other preach- 
ers or not I do not know, but 
with me it is not merely natnral, 
but I could not do otherwise. 

Probably one trouble in doing 
this is coming to a trne con- 
clusion. Some of ue may have 
so mich conceit when we listen 
to others that we think we could 
do better. If this is so, we should 
struggle with all our heart least 
such a principle fostered in us, 
will cripple our usefulness. 

We went to Bear Creek to hear 
Bro. Brown, and be refreshed. I 
oame away abundantly so. I 
think that many good things that 
we hear are allowed to pass into 
oblivion just because we are 
either two lazy or too careless to 
give them publicity. 

Bro. Brown's text was about 
counting the cost The congre- 
gation was not as largely attend- 
ed as it should have been, as the 
weather was really fine. 

His first words after reading 
the text were, "We have a flue 
morning but not a very large con- 
gregation." Then he went on 
and said, "What between the 
expositions, the Grand Army re- 
unions, the presidential cam- 
paign, and other matters, our 
minds are taken away from re- 
ligion." He was anxious that 
our minds should be free this 
morning to investigate the sub- 
ject on band. So that all could 
get ready to enter into the sub- 
ject some ot these things must 
be cleared up. In the first place, 
he continued, "some of you are 
wandering why Bro. Mason is 
here, and whether he has noth- 
ing to do, that he should be at 
Bear Creek this morning. Bro. 
Mason, he explained, has a sick 
child, and could not feet safe to 
go so far away from home, so 
rather than stay at home, honor- 
ed ue with bis presence." Theu 
going on he said, the Exposition 
is doing well we hear, so we do 
not need to be over anxious, 
The Grand Army reunion is over, 
so we can dismiss that. Then as 
to politics, somebody will be 
elected president, so we do not 
need to worry even about it. Let 
us dismiss all other subjects, and 
beud our minds to the subject 
before us. 

Our old brother is very prac- 
tical and pointed in his preach 
iug. Here is an instance : When 
be was explaining "counting" the 
cost, he said, "there were some 


people that were all the time 
counting, they got little else done, 
and it was as far as they ever got 
in the religious life." 

The sermon did as good and 
we went on our way rejoicing. 
Those who expect to enter the 
Christian life should expect 
storms and wind-shaki ngs. Woe 
to a man when all goes well with 
us, and men speak nothing but 
good of us. It may be good for 
our discipline that we should 
have a tew false accusations, and 
sometimes if one is a little worse 
than usual, then so much the bet- 
ter for the soul. Jesus says, 
"Blessed are ye when men perse- 
cute you and say all manner ot 
evil against you falsely," etc. So 
we must expect it. Jesus was 
maligned and evil spoken of, bo 
were the apostles and martyrs of 
all ages. We are no better than 
they. 

On Sunday afternoon, I went 
to worship with the Dayton con- 
gregation, ami tried to preach 
for ibem. 

We were truly sorry we were 
unable to attend the communion 
of the Dayton church at the resi- 
dence of Bro. Lucas. 

A thought just comes to me as 
I am speaking of the Supper. 
There seems to be a great differ- 
ence between us as to whether 
the Supper was the Passover or 
not. One thing that I have no- 
ticed should have its weight in 
bringing about a decision. All 
the old paintings refer to tbis 
meal as the Last Supper, which 
may be looked upon as a true in- 
dex as to what it was called by 
the early disciple. If it was the 
pasBOver, why did they not call 
it the Last Passover ? The oame 
would surely be appropriate it it 
were so. 

Once more I repeat that while 
iu our uttempls to reconcile the 
words used by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke iu referring to the 
passu ver, to the plain statement 
of John that the passover was 
yet in the future, we may be a 
little mistaken, John tells us 
the passover was yet iu the fu- 
ture. Some Commentators say 
they are unable to reconcile the 
apparent contradiction. I be- 
lieve the most satisfactory thing 
to do ia to take John at bis word 
— make that ths foundation, and 
if there ia any explaining to do, 
let ua try to explain the asser- 
tions of the Synoptists, such as 
"They made ready the passover," 
etc. This would be a great deal 
easier tban to aay John did not 
tell the truth. The language 
found in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke is not beyond explanation. 

Now here ia a question that 
may give us some thought. Did 
Jesus ever eat the Jewish passover 7 
He waa present at Jerusalem 
during the feast time, but we 
have no record of his real eating 
of it. The few statements con- 
cerning the Last Supper is all we 
have to rely on, and they are not 
beyond an application that will 
accord with the fact that he did 
not eat the passover. Why ? For 
the same reason that he did not 
eat the communion bread and 
partake of the wine. Tboy were 
emblems of himself. Jesus did 
not partake ot the emblems of 
his own body and blood, neith- 
er, we may also say, did he-eatof 
the passover as it was an emblem 
of himself. Brethren have you 
thought of this I 

Bro. David Bailey, of Ashland, 
was the first to subscribe for my 
new book. 

I am writing to many of nay I 


old friends this week, and I hope 
they will all respond as heartily 
and promptly as they can. 

I have tried to enter into the 
matter so the great need of the 
church would be fully or at least 
partially met. Many ot our breth- 
ren are not able to meet the ar- 
guments of those who attack our 
doctrines. Here I desire to give 
them the best reasons why the 
church observes these institu- 
tions. I will let the book speak 
for itsoli, and let it stand or fall 
on its own merits. 

I will be severely criticised on 
aome of my views, but I am will- 
ing to enter into a friendly de- 
bate with any brother on these 
subjects, and it will be seen I 
have fully weighed the pros and 
cons. I want to respect the views 
of others who differ with me, and 
so ask the same respect from 
them. 

I have gone into the work with 
much misgiving, and yet with a 
full assurance of the Lord's bless- 
ings, and that a charitable broth- 
erhood will be lenient in con- 
demning the few mistakes that 
may have appeared. 

Any one desiring to act as 
agents for the sale of the book, 
I will give them special terms 
which will compensate them tair- 
ly for all the time end trouble 
spent in canvassing. 

Edward Mason, 

N. E. Cor. Williams & Holt 
St,, Dayton, O. 


West Independence, 0. 

A short time ago I left home 
for Pleasant Hill, 0., to do a lit- 
tle canvassing tor the University. 
The church at Pleasant Hill is 
one of the flourishing ones ot the 
brotherhood, and I went there to 
gather up a few crumbe tor the 
University, and I did not come 
away empty-banded either, and 
they treated me as we ought to 
treat alt beggars to get rid of 
them quick — gave me somethiug, 
and it was right that they should, 
for I was begging tor a good 
cause. ■ ■ 

Alter finishing the canvass, I 
started tor West Independence 
to assist Bro. Sbively in holding 
a few meetings prior to their 
communion, which was held on 
Saturday evening, Aug. 25th. I 
was very glad to meet them 
again, as it had beeu nearly three 
years since we bid adieu to each 
other, having beeu their pastor 
for nearly two years. The eh urch 
here has been strengthened by 
the grand meetings Bro. Bwi- 
hart held last winter, and Bro, 
Shively is zealously working for 
the prosperity ot Zion. They 
have an excellent Sunday School 
which seems to be lull ol lite. 
There was considerable sickness 
in the neighborhood during our 
meeting, and especially among 
onr members. Sister Huuh, who 
boa since passed over, was .very 
sick when I lust called to see her, 
though her friends bad hopes tor 
her recovery, but I did not ex- 
pect to see her alive again in 
this world. A tew days after 
my return home I received a tel- 
egram that she was dead. She 
waa a noble Christian woman 
and highly respected, which was 
evidenced by the way the large 
and sympathetic concourse, ot 
people that attended the luneral. 
She left two little children be- 
hind, oue a babe ouly a few 
weeks old. The other one, about 
three years old, who cried so 
piteously and held oat his inno- 
cent little hand and said, "I want 
my mama, I want my mama," 


when they carried her out and 
placed her in the hearse. Mr, 
Buch certainly deserves the sym- 
pathy of all, and kind* friends are 
aiding him to care for the moth- 
erless little children. 

Bro. Shively and I also visited 
Mr. Qeorge Crofrbrd, who was 
suffering untold agonies* with 
dropsy. Bro. and sister Croftord 
have our sympathies and our 
prayers, as they realize it ts only 
a matter of time until their son 
will be relieved ot all these earth- 
ly sorrows. 

Isaac Kilhefner. 

Ashland, 0. 


Dedication. 

The brethren near Aurelia, 
Iowa, expect to dedicate their 
new church on the 7th of Oct., 
at ten o'clock. Bro. Ed. Hit de- 
brand is expected to preach the 
dedicatory sermon, and hold a 
protracted meeting at that time. 
All are invited to attened. 

Eld. 8. f. Guvz. 

Aurelia, Iowa. 


OUR CHUBCH. 


Bro. A, A, Cober is enthu- 
siastic in bis theological studies. 

Bro. Josiah Keim is still work- 
ing faithfully on in the interest 
ot the University. 

Bro. W. C. Perry becomes the 
pastor of the Boann, Ind., 
Brethren church. 

Work is now being done on 
the Annual. Send in any natter 
you have, and do not neglect it. 

Bro. J. A. Miller visits the 
North Liberty church and 
preaches tor them once a month. 

The Evangelist will be sent 
to any address to Jan. '89, lor 
25 rents. Give it a large circula- 
tion. 

There are now twelve Sisters' 
Christian Endeavors chartered. 
There should be one iu ./every 

church. 

Bro. J. Allen Miller and 0. E. 
Deffenbaugh returned to their 
homes, from A»hIaudon Wednes- 
uay, ot last week. 

Bro. David Bailey left last 
week to spend a few days in 
Highland cjuuty, Ohio, Recently 
bis good mother, Sarah Ltuiley, 
passed from this wilderness to 
the land of peace. He haa re- 
turned. 

Bro. Josiah Keim arrived in 
Ashland on Monday ot last week, 
and remained two days. He still 
expects that the University will 
be kept and built up for the 
church. Ue is gold tried in the 
tire. The Lord bless him. 

Bro. Josiah Keim informs us 
that the Louisville S. 8. held a 
Childreu's meeting on the 
evening of the 16th, which was 
quite u suceeai. The house was 
crowded, some thirty recitations 
were well rendered, with excell- 
ent music by the school and 
epeoial friends. The Louisville 
8. 8. is one of the beet in the 
church, and that exercise will be 
an incentive to renewed energy 
iu the work. 

Bro. I. D. Bowman is conduct- 
ing a very Buccesslul meeting 
near Williamson, Pa. That is a 
new field for the Brethren. When 
be wrote, one minister ot the 
old church has declared his pur- 
pose to take a stand for the 
Gospel discipline, and tabor with 
us. Five persous have made ap- 
plication for baptism, and the 
meeting had but fairly com- 
mencd, A congregation will be 
organized betore the meeting 
closes. Praise the Lord tor 
prosperity in Zion. 

To the sister of Johnstown, 
Pa i I wish to extend my heart- 
felt thanks tor the sympathy and 
love she has shown me, by send- 
ing T 1.60 to pay tor the paper 
that I might have the privilege 
ot knowing through its eolums 
the good there is being done for 
[Concluded on 8th page.] 


3 

I 


